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Secular Franciscan Herald 

St. Francis of Assisi... 
“A Simple Man” 

   This is the story of a great man, a wonderful and simple man. He died over 800 years ago, but he has 
never been forgotten and he never will be. Great men by the thousands have lived and died...kings and 
conquerors and millionaires, artists, musicians and scholars. But this man was a beggar, and he is 
remembered better than any of the others. And loved as none of them was ever loved. 
   It was not always that way with him. There was a time when his best friends touched their finger to their 
forehead when they mentioned his name. Children threw rocks at him. But he had set out on a high 
adventure, and he kept going. People stopped laughing. There was something about the way he looked at 
each man, something about the way he spoke. Birds flew down to perch on his shoulders as he talked, and 
a wolf came once to crouch at his feet. Nature lay quiet under this man’s touch, as she had done for 
Adam when he walked with God under the trees of Paradise, before the serpent came. 
   The world stood back in wonder. This little man had no money, but he acted as if he were richer than a 
millionaire. 
   His body was scarred and racked with pain, but he sang sweeter than any lark. He smiled as he dined 
with a Prince, he laughed as he shared his last crust with a leper. Somehow, he had learned to love 
everything that lived. And everything loved him. He had a secret worth knowing...and the world has been 
learning it from him ever since.        “The Hour of St. Francis”-1955  
   This article was taken from the Queen of Peace website. I enjoyed reading it and thought that it was a 
wonderful reminder of who St. Francis of Assisi really was. 
   May we be humbled by his life, and continue working toward being the best Franciscan that we can be. 

Janice Rybaski OFS minister 

Who Is the Apostle Called Bartholomew? 

   Bartholomew was one of the twelve main disciples that followed Jesus while he was on Earth. Bartholomew 

is only mentioned in four lists of the twelve apostles (Matthew 10:2-4, Mark 3:16-19, Luke 6:14-16), and Acts 

1:1-13). There is little additional information provided about Bartholomew in the New Testament, so readers 

of the Bible don’t know much about him. The apostles were the men who were the primary witnesses of Jesus’ 

ministry. They are also known as the “ones who were sent.” After Jesus’ crucifixion, death, and then 

resurrection the disciples were those who shared the good news of Jesus with the world. They are responsible 

for the movement that later became known as Christianity. Bartholomew’s role as a member of this group 

means he was a significant leader in the early church. He worked hard to help spread the gospel during the 

first century, but he is not explicitly mentioned in the New Testament books. 

Four Facts about Bartholomew 

1. Bartholomew was one of the twelve apostles. Bartholomew would have been present as a witness to Jesus’ 

ministry as recorded in each of the Gospels. The writers of the Gospels referred to the disciples as a group 

rather than listing them out by name. Their presence is implied from the time Jesus selects them to be his 

followers. 2. Bartholomew’s father’s name was likely Talmai. The name Bartholomew probably came from 

the Aramaic (Bar-Talmai) which can be translated as “son of Talmai.” 3. Bartholomew and Philip are 

traditionally associated with one another. Three of the four lists of the apostles, we see that Bartholomew is 

listed right after Philip. This suggests a close connection between the two men. 4. Bartholomew was likely a 

missionary. There are some traditional understandings about where Bartholomew may have traveled to. 

Eusebius of Caesarea recorded that he preached to India. 

Taken from crosswalk.com 
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https://www.biblestudytools.com/mark/passage/?q=mark+3:16-19
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/passage/?q=luke+6:14-16
https://www.biblestudytools.com/acts/passage/?q=acts+1:1-13
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 Calendar of Events 
August-Month of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
4th-St John Vianney, Priest, Franciscan Third Order 
Secular, died 1859 
6th-Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
8th-St Dominic, Priest, Franciscan Cord bearer, 
founded the Dominicans, died 1221 
9th-MONTHLY GATHERING-6 PM-OUR LADY OF 
LOURDES CHURCH BASEMENT 
11th-St Clare of Assisi, Virgin, Founded the Poor 
Clares, died 1253 
14th-St Maximilian Kolbe, Priest, Martyr, Conventual, 
died 1941 
15th-Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady 
20th-St Bernard of Clairvaux, Abbott, Doctor of the 
Church, died 1153 
21st-St Pius X, Pope, Franciscan Third Order Secular, 
died 1914 
22nd-Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
23rd-St Rose of Lima, Virgin, Dominican tertiary, first 
saint of the Americas, did 1617 
24th-St Bartholomew, Apostle, Martyr, died 1st 
Century 
25th-St Louis IX, King, Patron of Franciscan Third 
Order Seculars, died 1270 
27th-St Monica, Widow, Mother of St Augustine, died 
387 
28th-St Augustine of Hippo, Bishop, Doctor of the 
Church, died 430 
28th-St Junipero Serra, Priest, Franciscan First Order, 
died 1784 
29th-Passion of St John the Baptist, died 29 AD 
September-Month of the Holy Cross 
3rd-St Gregory the Great, Pope, Doctor of the Church, 
died 604 
4th-St Rose of Viterbo, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order 
Secular, died 1252 
8th-The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
12th-Feast of the Name of Holy Mary 
13th-MONTHLY GATHERING-6 PM-OUR LADY OF 
LOURDES CHURCH BASEMENT  
St John Chrysostom, Bishop, Doctor of the Church, 
died 407 
14th-Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
15th-Feast of Our Lady of the Seven Sorrows 
17th-Feast of the Stigmata of St Francis of Assisi 
18th-St Joseph of Cupertino, Priest, Conventual, died 
1664 
21st-St Matthew, Apostle, Evangelist, died 1st Century 
23rd-St Pio of Pietrelcina, Priest, Capuchin, died 1968 
29th-Feast of Sts Michael, Gabriel & Raphael, 
Archangels 
30th-St Jerome, Doctor of the Church, died 420 

 

IN SEARCH OF FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
This inspiring biographical chronicle portrays the 
remarkable life, struggles, achievements and legacy of 
Saint Francis of Assisi, who revolutionized Catholicism 
in the 13th century. Produced and directed by John 
Ebrahimian, Walker Films 2016. 1 hour in length.  
Stream Freevee tv under Family Movies. 

 

Secular Franciscan Gathering –  
Our Lady of Lourdes Church basement  

5:00 PM    July 12, 2022 
Members present:  Jan Rybaski, Kathy Hoffman 
Tax, Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt, Sue 
Zenzen, Rita Vosen, Patty Commerford and David 
Czech. 
Following a potluck meal, the meeting opened with 
prayers from The Ritual led by Jan 
Rybaski.  Minutes of the May gathering were read 
and approved.  
Treasurer’s balance,       $793.76. 
The Queen of Peace Regional Gathering will be 
held September 24, 2022 at St. Bonaventure 
Church, Bloomington.  Speakers:  Father Matthew 
Mallek, OFM, and Kathy Taormina. 
Theme:  Building the Kingdom of God by Building 
the Bonds of Fraternity. 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 
Registration $25 for the day due by September 8 to 
Mary Segar.   
Liturgy of the Hours led by Jan.   
Meeting adjourned at 6:45 PM.  We enjoyed 
playing the white elephant dice game until 7:15 PM. 
Submitted by Janet Berendt, ofs, secretary. 


